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EDITORIAL 


Presbyterians Honor 
Dr. Fulton’s Career 


Dr. C. Darby Fulton, executive secretary of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., Board of World Mis- 
sions, was hailed as a true “missionary statesman’”’ 
at a surprise dinner honoring him Monday night. 


Dr. Fulton was the central figure at the dinner 
and program at the First Presbyterian Church, at- 
tended by about 200 of the church’s leaders and 
officers from over the South. 


Sharing in the honors paid him were seven Nash- 
ville employees of the board who have served for 
20 years or longer, including Miss Wilhelmina 
Webb, Miss Fannie Lou Davis, Miss Mai Holt, 
Miss Mildred Hager, Miss Ellen Hastings, Miss 
Mattye Bond and Arch Turner. 


Dr. Fulton was presented with an engraved 
watch, a set of luggage, a wallet, and an elaborately 
leather-bound volume of letters expressing apprecia- 
tion of his many years of leadership. 


Afterward, before a succession of speeches of 
tribute to him from board officers and spokesmen of 
other of the denomination’s groups, Miss Mary 
Alice Mounts, for his staff, presented him with a 
film projector. 


20-YEAR EMPLOYEES 

The 20-year employees were accorded special 
recognition and presented with gold watches for 
their long service by Dr. William M. Elliott, Jr., 
Dallas, Texas, a member of the missions board, who 
presided. The presentations to Dr. Fulton were by 
Dr. James A. Jones, member of the board and 
the General Council, and pastor of the Myers Park 
Presbyterian Church of Charlotte, N. C. 


Speakers including Dr. Elliott, Dr. Jones, World 
Missions Board Chairman, Thomas K. Young of 
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Memphis, the Rev. R. P. Richardson, a missionary 


to China now on furlough, and others, joined in 
expressions of unstinted tribute to Dr. Fulton as an 
executive and as a man. 


The principal speech by Dr. J. McDowell Rich- 
ards, of the Board of Church Extensions and presi- 
dent of the Columbia Theological Seminary. of 
Decatur, Ga., reviewed Dr. Fulton’s long career 
as missionary, church leader, former moderator of 
the General Assembly—highest office the church 
bestows—in 1948-49, and executive secretary since 


1932. 


“Dr. Fulton is a scholar in his field, an adminis- 
trator of rare ability, a master of ideas and their 
expression, an outstanding speaker and writer, and 
possesses a fighting heart and an incredible energy 
which have been our greatest strength in surmount- 
ing the distressing missions problems of recent years 
—especially in the Orient,” he said. 


“ABLE PREACHER’”’ 

“He is one of our most deeply and truly loved 
figures—a ‘folksy’ personality,’ the speaker con- 
tinued. “He is one of the ablest preachers and speak- 
ers of our church. He is fearless and uncompromis- 
ing in his convictions, but is tolerant of those in 
opposition. 


“In the fullest sense of the word, he is one of the 
real missionary statesmen of our time.”’ 


Speaking for the missions board, Dr. Young, pas- 
tor of Memphis’ Idlewild Presbyterian Church, 
also told of the “magnificent effectiveness” of Dr. 
Fulton’s work, in the ‘adversities’ which beset 
missions work at various times in Japan, China, and 
Korea. The Rev. Mr. Richardson hailed Dr. Fulton 
as “a missionary’s missionary and board executive— 
as Army privates call Gen. Omar Bradley a soldier’s 
soldier and general.” 


In his response, Dr. Fulton expressed appreciation 
for the honors accorded him, and to his staff for 
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loyalty and efficiency. Invocation was by Dr. Walter 
L. Caldwell of Nashville, a former chairman of 


the missions board. 
—The Nashville Banner. 


“The Post-Christian 
Era” 


In a recent address an outstanding evangelical 
minister and teacher, an exchange professor from 
Italy, used the startling phrase with reference to 
Europe. He spoke of this as the post-Christian era 
in Europe and supported this statement by calling 
attention to the numerical weakness and the strug- 
gling existence of Protestantism in Europe where 
Protestant Christians not only are in a very small 
minority but also find themselves beset by the in- 
roads of secularism on the one hand and the aggres- 
sive policies of a politically powerful Roman Ca- 
tholicism. 


Can we learn from the past? Are there signs as 
one looks back through the pages of Church history 
which might point to place—or places—where fatal 
decisions were made, or to policies which were the 
gradual development of compromises in faith or 
practice ? 


One would be both presumptious and unwise to 
assume to know all of the answers, but certainly 
some of the mistakes can be recognized, and from 
them contemporary Christianity can well learn. 


One fatal mistake was the intrusion of the Church 
into the political field and vice versa. When the 
Church tries to use the government for political 
purposes it usually ends by finding itself a tool of 
the government itself. 


A second element was pandering to the wealthy 
and socially secure, with a concurring ignoring of 
that great mass of underprivileged and oppressed 


peoples. 


Another step in the loss of the Church’s power 
in Europe was the shift from the simplicity of the 
early Christian era to one of ostentation, pomp and 
outward show of power and wealth. Accompanying 
this shift was the erection of great cathedrals across 
the doors of which only too often were written, 


“Ichabod.” 


A century ago this departure from the Christian 
faith centered in Germany where a host of men 
shifted the Christian emphasis from the supernatu- 
ral to the natural and established a school of thought 


destined to destroy faith in the Bible as the inspired 
Word of God, substituting for divine revelation 
human reason and centering authority in the mind 
of man rather than in the Scriptures. 


In this rationalistic atmosphere secularism and 
materialism crept into the Church and as this de- 
structive philosophy advanced spiritual power and 
witness waned. 


‘Today European Roman Catholicism clings tena- 
ciously to fixed Christian doctrines, some of them 
the obvious distortions of man, while at the same 
time it fivhts for power and prestige by both open 
political maneuvering and secret intrigue. 


At the same time European Protestantism is piti- 
fully weak and in some areas has in large measure 
been divested of effective testimony by the encroach- 
ments of unbelief, (posing as scholarship), material- 
ism and secularism. 


But as is usually true, God has not left Himself 
without a witness, and scattered across Europe one 
finds groups of faithful believers, men and women 
who have suffered the loss of much this world 
might have to offer but who despite their poverty 
and other limitations, are living trophies of the 
goodness and the grace of God. 


Out of this depressing picture of Europe, a Eu- 
rope living in the “post-Christian era,” what can 
we learn? 


Do we not here find a warning against the 
Church, as such, intruding into the political field? 
Do we not see the danger of ever permitting the 
Church to become the particular agent of any class 
of society ? Do we not see the danger of copying the 
pomp and ritualism of a decadent past? Can we not 
see the danger of theological rationalism and higher 
criticism with which we are more than toying here 
in America today? Is it not obvious that as material- 
ism and secularism creep into the lives of Christians 
—and into the Church—that spiritual power and 
effective witness for Christ recede? 


God will never leave Himself without a witness 
but it is certainly His will that the Church of Jesus 
Christ shall be a living and vital power in con- 
temporary society; a light on a hill, the salt of the 
earth. The Church in Europe today is not such a 
vital force. Unless tendencies in America are re- 
versed; unless there is a wide-spread return to New 
Testament Christianity through the humbling of 
minds and hearts on the part of men and the re- 
yenerating power of God’s Holy Spirit; the time 
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will likewise come in America which will also be 
called “the post-Christian era.” To this we all 
fervently say, “God forbid.” But, it is God’s will 
that His Church shall be an ever-growing force 
for righteousness. If other than that shall eventuate 
the fault will be man’s, not God’s. 


“O Lord, I have heard thy report, and was 
afraid: O Lord, revive thy work in the midst of 
the years, in the midst of the years make known; 
in wrath remember mercy.” 


Imputation: 


“The Core” — “The Hinge” 
“The Guardian” 


In the article on imputation in the Schaff-Herzog, 
Warfield says that in the hands of Protestantism, 
“the threefold doctrine of imputation—of Adam's 
sin to his posterity, of the sins of His people to the 
Redeemer, and of the righteousness of Christ to His 
people—at last came to its rights as the core of the 
three distinctive doctrines of Christianity—the sin- 
fulness of the human race, the satisfaction of Jesus 
Christ, and justification by faith. The importance of 
the doctrine of imputation is that it is the hinge on 
which these great doctrines turn, and the guardian 
of their purity.” 


In the ISBE, Dr. Casper Wistar Hodge elaborates 
and vindicates the Spiritual basis of these doctrines. 
The word #mpute occurs some nine times in the King 
James’ New Testament, but unforunately it has been 
replaced every time in the RSV New Testament by 
other terms. On the other hand Professor Heidland, 
in Kittel IV.292-295, classifies a section of the usage 
of logizesthai under the saving acts of God (a) the 
imputation of faith, James 2.23;Rom.4.3ff;9ff;22ff; 
Gal. 3.6, citing Gen 15.6, and (b) the non-imputa- 
tion of sin: Rom.4.7f; 2 Cor. 5.19; citing Psalm 32.2. 
Thus, Heidland allows the proper usage of impute in 
each case where the King James so translates and in 
one additional case, Gal. 3.6. 


In the writings of Luther and Calvin, one contin- 
ually reads impute and imputation as well as their 
cognates, reckon, account, count, give, credit to, 
charge to. The Lutheran and the Reformed creeds 
follow this Reformation usage. In the age of Pur- 
itanism, John Owen wrote a large volume affirming: 


“The righteousness of Christ (in his obedience and 
suffering for us) imputed unto believers, as they are 
united unto Him by His Spirit is that righteousness 
whereon they are justified before God, on the ac- 
count whereof their sins are pardoned, and a right 
is granted them unto the heavenly inheritance.” 


In the eighteenth century, John Wesley wrote his 
ablest theological work in refutation of an attack 
upon original sin by John Taylor—a Presbyterian 
who was becoming Unitarian. In this fine work, 
Wesley insists that the sin of Adam was as truly im- 
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puted to his posterity as the righteousness of Christ 
is imputed to believers. 


In the nineteenth century, there is a vigorous state- 
ment of imputed righteousness in THE GRACE OF 
CHRIST a volume by Wm. S. Plumer, professor in 
Western and Columbia Theological seminaries. Dr. 
Plumer holds that: “Justification by Christ’s imputed 
righteousness is the centre arch of that bridge, by 
which we pass out of time into a blissful eternity”. 


The great evangelical voice that sounded in Edin- 
burgh during the first quarter of the twentieth cen- 
tury was that of Alexander Whyte. Dr. Whyte loved 
to use the definitions of justification found in the 
catechisms and the confession in his fervent evange- 
listic sermons. And in his discussion of the Shorter 
Catechism, Whyte affirms that the Holy Spirit gave 
and that the Holy Spirit uses the word impute. We 
are glad that the new version keeps the thought under 
the terms, reckon and count; but we fegret to note 
that the word impute is apparently missing from the 
RSV New Testament. 

—W.C. R. 


Revelation In Interpreting 
The Gospel Story 


Have we made as much as our Lord taught us to 
make of revelation in seeking to understand the Gos- 
pel records? When Peter confessed his faith that 
Jesus was “the Messiah, the Son of the God, that is, 
of the living God”, the Saviour replied: “Blessed art 
thou . . . flesh and blood has not revealed it unto 
thee, but My Father which is in heaven”. When the 
cities of Galilee rejected Him, Jesus thanked the 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because He had 
hidden these things unto the wise and prudent and 
revealed them unto babes. 


Our Lord made such stupendous claims for Him- 
self that fanatical opposition arose against Him. 
Some sought His life, some accused Him of blas- 
phemy, some charged a league with Satan—and these 
accusations appear in the Synoptics as well as in John, 
in the accounts of the early as well as of the latter 
parts of His ministry. But the enormity of the claims 
were backed up by the mighty acts of God—good 
news to the poor, binding up the broken-hearted, 
healing the sick, raising the dead, casting out demons. 
As our Lord wrought these signs of the breaking in 
of the eschatological Kingdom and as His disciples 
wrought them in His Name, He predicted the Final 
Judgment when men would plead with HIM AS THE 
JUDGE concerning how they had prophecied and 
wrought IN HIS NAME. To the paralytic He pro- 
claimed the forgiveness of sins, to carping critics He 
described Himself as THE LORD OF THE SAB- 
BATH. 


In the face of these claims and against this fervid 
opposition those who came to Jesus in faith, in 
worship, in discipleship were the babes to whom the 
Father had revealed the Son. And their worship and 
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faith thus bear witness to the revealing acts of the 
Father. Here is an outcast leper, who worships Him 
saying, “Lord if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me 
clean”. Here is Jairus who worships Him, saying, 
“My daughter has just died! but come and lay Thy 
hand upon her and she shall live”. Babes in Christ, 
whose first frail forms of faith testify not of flesh 
and blood—but of the Father's revelation of His be- 


loved Son—the Messiah. 
—WwW. C. R. 


Boasting In The Lord: 


“My soul shall make her boast in the Lord” 
(Psalm 34) 


I am afraid that we Americans boast about the 
wrong things sometimes. We are proud of our 
Greatness, of our Wealth, of our Resources, our In- 
ventions, our Educational Institutions, our Power and 
our Culture. How many of us are proud that Amer- 
ica is Christian, at least in name? How many of us 
boast in our God? A God so different from the gods 
of some lands. 


I am also afraid that we as individuals boast of 
immaterial things. We are proud of our Homes, of 
our Families, of our Bank account, of our Television 
set, of all the conveniences of modern life; our Auto- 
mobiles, and Airplanes. How many of us make our 
boast in the Lord? 


The Psalmist finds many things to bogst of in this 
Psalm: 


I. He Boasts in His Name; exalts His Name; and 
His Name stands for His Character. 


What are some of the elements of that Character 
as depicted here? His Power, and His Goodness; His 
Justice, and His Compassion and Mercy are seen as 
we read this beautiful hymn of praise to God, and 
our thoughts linger on verses like these: “The angel 
of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear 
him, and delivereth them”; “O taste and see that the 
Lord is good”; “The face of the Lord is against them 
that do evil’; “This poor man cried, and the Lord 
heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles”. 


Il. He Boasts in His Deliverances; the Psalm is 
saturated with this idea. (See verses 4, 6, 7, 17, 18, 
19). He delivers us from our Fears; from our 
Troubles; from our Wants, satisfying us with all good 
things; from our Sims, for He redeems the soul of 
His servants. David was a soldier; he knew the power 
of the enemy. He was a man who had many troubles, 
and of terrible sins; he trusted God and never found 
Him to fail in his times of need. 

Ill. He Boasts in His Willingness, or Responsive- 
ness. 

Not only was God able to help, but His ears were 
open to the cry of His people. He is near those who 


have broken and contrite hearts. If we seek Him 
then we can find Him. We can look to Him and our 
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faces will be enlightened. What a marvellous picture 
of God's interest in His people and His willingness 
to meet every need of their hearts and lives! How 
beautifully it corresponds to the picture of Jesus, the 
Revealer of God, as He went about doing good and 
ministering to those who needed Him! 

—J. K. P. 


No Exceptions 


Jesus said: “J erily I] say unto you, Whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little 
Child, he shall not enter therein.” 


There is in this statement no exemption for the 
scientist, the scholar or the philosopher. We have 
witnessed again and again the destructive effect of 
intellectual pride on the souls of men. Attempting 
to eliminate the supernatural in Christianity and 
limit the revelations of God to the capacities of hu- 
man reason, a man finds himself enmeshed in the 
arms of a Frankenstein of his own making, so that 
the simplicity of the Gospel and the saving power 
of the Lord Jesus Christ are lost in the coldness 
of logic. 


From such a predicament there is but one escape: 
turn back to the warm light of the Word of God; 
believing, pondering, praying and working; accept- 
ing its own claim to be the Sword of the Spirit. 


In this child-like faith there is Spirit-given power. 


Do You Worry? 


One of the greatest victories a Christian can win 
is that over worry.’ Worry can react on the mind 
and body and produce genuine illness. More than 
that, a Christian can dishonor his Lord by continu- 
ing to worry. 


Concern and worry are not the same thing. Con- 
cern is the proper reaction of a Christian to many 
things he sees in the world, and in the Church. But 
concern should be translated into prayer, turning 
over to the infinite and all-powerful and loving 
Heavenly Father, the problem or the condition in 
question and trusting Him to effect the solution. 


On the other hand, worry is carrying a load God 
does not want us to carry. Worry is looking at the 
waves and listening to the wind rather than turning 
to the Maker of the world. Worry is presumptious 
in that it involves assuming, and that hopelessly, a 
burden which He would have us place on Him. 
Worst of all, worry is an attitude of defeat and a 
failure to trust in God in simple faith. 


How can worry be dispelled? Practice the art of 
prayer, of just telling God of the matter of con- 
cern and asking Him to effect its solution. Also 
remember that so many of our worries are about 
things we fear might happen, but which never do. 
The surest way to dispel worry is to remember that, 
if we are inside the circle of God’s will for us, all 
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is well, regardless of the outward appearances. 
The Christian has this assurance: 


“And we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose.” 


There are multiplied occasions for concern which 
should be translated into prayer, but, let us pray 
constantly to be delivered from worry, remember- 
ing Peter’s injunction: “Casting all your care upon 
him; for he careth for you.” 


One-Way Traflic 


A New York judge recently suggested that con- 
victed Communists be given the preference of going 
to jail or being deported to Russia. The horrified 
uproar and vigorous reaction against going to Rus- 
sia has not subsided yet. 


Personally, we think it was a fine suggestion and 
one which might well be enacted into mandatory 
law. 


If the Communistic state, so ably exemplified by 
Russia, is the utopia its proponents claim it to be 
why is it that the stream of refugees in the world 
is always away from Communist-dominated areas? 
Why are people from East Germany flocking to 
West Germany by the thousands? Why have some 
eight million Koreans fled from North Korea in 
the last two and a half years? Why did Chinese, as 
long as it was possible to do so, desperately try to 
get away from the parts of the country in the hands 
of the Communists? Why do the peoples of Central 
Europe today frankly say they would take the atom 
bomb if it would mean deliverance from Russia? 


And yet we continue to grant diplomatic recog- 
nition to the nation so largely responsible for the 
sorrow, suffering, destruction and uncertainty of 
our world today! 


Some day—we hope before it is too late—we will 
awaken to the fact that there is no possible way of 
dealing or doing business with a government made 
up of men dedicated to the destruction of all that 


we hold dear. 


THERE Is No Peace — THERE CAN BE No 
Peace — WitH ComMMuUNISM! 


In The Great Judgment: 
“Thou” Or 


Attention has been called to the fact that not only 
in Old Testament quotations, but also in the account 
of the Great Judgment in Matthew 25, the RSV uses 
“thee” for Christ. We are delighted to recognize this 
proper ascription to our Lord of the pronouns the 
RSV reserves for God. The usage in Matthew 25, 
however, makes more conspicuous the other RSV 
usage in the judgment scene with which the Sermon 
on the Mount closes, Matthew 7.22: 
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“On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, 
did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out 
demons in your name, and do many mighty 
works in your name?” 


Now the Church of the ages has preached and 
wrought in the Name of the Lord Jesus as the Name 
which God has put above every name ( Phil. 2.9-11). 
In the light of this fact, in the awesome light of the 
Judgment, how can the RSV assume that Jesus 
ascribed to Himself here only pronouns befitting 
man? The 1611, the 1881, the 1901 translators all 
gave to Jesus the pronouns worthy of Deity in both 
of these judgment scenes. Only the RSV translators 
were ambiguous, taking one interpretation in Mat- 
thew 7 and the other in Matthew 25. We predict 
that there will be no ambiguity when we all stand 
before the Great White Throne! 


—W.C. R. 
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“Calvin Said...” 
(A Typical Benediction) 


“And now let us prostrate ourselves before the 
majesty of our benevolent God, acknowledging our 
faults, beseeching Him more and more to make us 
aware of them, so that we may better recognize that 
the gifts we have received from Him are communi- 
cated as to those who are not worthy to receive, and 
that this may cause us, with great desire, to delight 
in them. And that by this means we may endeavor 
day by day to cast off our evil affections and all our 
vices, by which we should be engulfed were it not 
that He has had pity on us and has caused us to feel 
His Grace, which He is pleased to continue in us 
with the effect that we shall seek only to surrender 
ourselves fully to Him. In waiting upon Him may 
we attain that full clarity of vision in which we shall 
see Him face to face, so that we may be transfigured 
into glory like unto His; may He always continue to 
show us the way of salvation and cause us to walk 
in it in true perseverance. May He not only bestow 
upon us this Grace, but also extend it to all peoples 
and nations upon earth. In this spirit we say togeth- 
er, God all powerful, Our Father which art in Heav- 
en, etc. * 


This is a typical conclusion to one of Calvin's ser- 
mons. Always the pattern and thought are similar, so 
much so that most of the sermons we have recorded, 
end simply, “And now let us prostrate ourselves be- 
fore the majesty of our benevolent God, etc.”, as 
though it was assumed that the reader would know 
what followed. These benedictions are noteworthy, 
not only for the awareness of the Glory of God and 
the dependence of man they portray, but also for the 
evidence they give of Calvin's high sense of liturgical 
propriety. The services he conducted were not litur- 
gically barren. When addressing his Lord or leading 
his people in worship, he frequently reached heights 
of liturgical beauty unsurpassed in the literature of 
Christian worship. In passing, it is worth remarking 
that the world-wide perspective with which the bene- 
diction closes, is regularly included. 


*From a Sermon on Galations 4:8-11. 


The Crust Of 
The Earth 


(This is the third in the series by J. V. N. Tal- 
mage, B. E.) 


In my investigation of stone-age man, I was con- 
tinually being surprised at its various ramifications. 
Normally the highly specialized researcher can rely 
upon data from other branches of science than his 
own, but I learned by experience that it was necessary 
to examine carefully data from every source for fear 
of infiltration of philosophical dogma. In the pro- 
cess of the study I was startled to find that prehis- 
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torians were misinterpreting the facts concerning the 
sinking and rebound of the crust of the earth in order 
to “prove” the great age of mankind, so it was neces- 
sary to study as much as was possible about the crust 
of the earth in a science which is called geo-physics, 
of which geodesy is a branch. The reader will have 
to know a little about this subject if he is to follow 
me as we investigate philosophical infiltration in this 
sphere. 


The best source of information about the interior 
of the earth is Dr. R. A. Daly of Harvard University. 
Though his works are somewhat permeated by what 
he calls “geological philosophy”, still most of the 
material is in the best American scientific tradition. 
His opinion is that the stiff outer crust of the earth 
is about 50 miles thick (others prefer smaller fig- 
ures). Since the earth is that strong, small masses 
like a single small volcano can be supported without 
appreciable yielding of the crust under the load, but 
in the case of massive weights of water, ice and var- 
ious kinds of sediments from eroded highlands, the 
crust of the earth bends or sinks under the load, and 
later, if the load is removed it rebounds. Of the two 
phases, the data regarding rebound is usually the most 
important for us, for the warping and rebound takes 
place slowly. It is more rapid at first and gradually 
tapers off especially in the later stages, when it is 
measured by millimeters per annum. Because of this, 
scientists tell us that formerly glaciated areas in 
America and Europe are still rebounding. By for- 
getting, misinterpreting, or juggling the facts of this 
rebound, prehistoric men who lived a few thousand 
years ago can be “proved” to have lived several hun- 
dred thousand years ago, and the Biblical story of the 
creation of man is thus “disproved”. 


Now this sinking and rebounding of the crust of 
the earth could not take place in the manner described 
above, were it not for a very hot viscous or fluid 
world-encircling layer of basalt just below the 50- 
mile-thick crust. There are some very interesting 
features ascribed to this basalt which are also im- 
portant for us to know as we study the “ice-age” dur- 
ing the end of which Adam and the stone-age hunt- 
ers lived. For instance, when squeezed out by the 
sinking of the loaded crust or other means, the hot 
vitreous basalt has to go somewhere. Sometimes it 
is forced up the vents of volcanoes, and if the vol- 
cano has been inactive and the vents stopped up, the 
blocking material in the upper part of the vent ex- 
plodes with terrific force, and sends great showers of 
volcanic ash long distances depending on the force 
and the prevailing winds. The great ash showers are 
valuable in dating archeological sites. We will refer 
to them often. At other times the compressed basalt 
spreads out to the neighboring areas and pushes up 
the unloaded crust proportionately. 


All this sounds technical, and may seem unrelated 
to the Bible. But ignorance of these things on the 
part of religious leaders has led those of insufficient 
faith to be deceived by unbelieving scientists. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MARCH 8 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Jesus Urges Alertness 


(Temperance ) 


Background Scripture: Matthew 24:1-25: 


13; Romans 13:11-14. Devotional Reading: 
Titus 2:1-8, 11-13. 


Sound doctrine and sound living go hand in hand. 


In our Devotional Reading Paul says, “But speak thou 


the things which become sound doctrine”, and then goes on to tell how the aged men and women and the 
young men and women should conduct themselves; “In all things showing thyself a pattern of good works.’ 
Soundness in the faith produces good fruit; as Paul says in Galatians 5:22, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, 


joy, peace” etc. There is no such thing as “barren orthodoxy”. 


teaches us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts and 
to live soberly, righteously and godly in this present 
world. As a further encouragement to such living 
Paul speaks of that blessed hope and the glorious ap- 
pearing of our great God and our Savior Jesus Christ. 
This Hope and expectation of the coming of our 
Lord makes us purify ourselves even as He is pure. 
Christ came to redeem us and also to purify us that 
we might be a people for His own possession, zeal- 
ous of good works. 


In the selection we study today the Second Coming 
of our Lord is used both as a warning and as an ex- 
hortation. Since He is coming back in glory, we 
should be alert; we should watch and work and pray 
while He is away. The main thought for our lesson 
is this alertness but as a background I want to dis- 
cuss briefly some of the main subjects which Jesus 


talked about in chapter 24. 


The chapter begins with a statement, or prophecy, 
concerning the Temple in Jerusalem; “There shall not 
be left here one stone upon another, that shall not be 
thrown down”. This no doubt rather startled the 
disciples who had been showing Him around, and 
they ask the question, When shall these things be? 
and What shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the 
end of the world? That compound question is an- 
swered by Jesus in the chapter. 


What are some of the events which will come to 
pass between the Two Comings? 


Il. Conditions in the World: Verses 4-8 


There will be false Christs who will lead many 
people astray. This has been so true in the past and 
is still true in our time. The false prophet Mo- 
hammed conquered a large part of the world and 
still holds sway over millions of poor deluded men 
and women. In our land of enlightenment and edu- 
cation and culture there are many of these false sys- 
tems which seem to have a strange fascination for 
men and women. Even when it is clear that many 
are mere “religious rackets” which make their lead- 
ers rich, still there are those who blindly follow and 
are fanatical in their loyalty. To “believe a lie” is one 
of the evidences of the total depravity of the human 
race. 
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The grace of God that bringeth salvation 


There will be “wars and rumors of wars”. No stu- 
dent of history needs to have the truthfulness of this 
prophecy proved. There have been brief periods of 
comparative peace, but for the most part the history 
of the world is a history of wars. This is true even 
in our country. Just before World War I there was 
great hope in the minds of men like Bryan that there 
would be no more wars and he had gotten most of 
the nations to sign “Peace Treaties’ which were to 
prevent the outbreak of war. Since that time, how- 
ever, the whole world has been saturated with blood- 
shed, and constant rumors of new outbreaks. Right 
now the world is in a state of nervous tension while 
“cold wars” and “hot wars” are raging, and men are 
wrangling over terms of an “Armistice”. 


There will be famines, pestilences, earthquakes. 
This statement, too, needs no proof. Even in my 
lifetime I have seen all these with my own eyes, or 
heard with my own ears. The earth is quivering all 
the time according to our scientists, and they have 
instruments which register the magnitude and dura- 
tion of the numerous “quakes” which occur. 


If these statements of Jesus are compared with the 
vision of the “horsemen” in the sixth chapter of Rev- 
elation, we get an enlarged conception of this con- 
dition of the world during the intervening centuries 
between the two comings. 


Il. Conditions in the Church: 9-15 


Lenski sums it all up by saying that it will be a 
period of Persecution, Defection, and Deception. 
These three words describe very aptly the conditions 
prevailing in relation to the Church. “Ye shall be 
hated of all nations for my name’s sake”. The early 
Christians were hated and persecuted by the Jews and 
then by the Romans, and wherever the Gospel has 
gone there has been more or less of this hatred on the 
part of the world toward the followers of the Christ. 
Sometimes this persecution is stayed for a season and 
then breaks out with new violence. We had the 
“Boxer Trouble” in China, and now have the perse- 
cution of the Communists. 
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Many shall betray one another and hate one an- 
other. Is it not a strange thing that one branch of 
the Church should hate another branch? Yet this has 
been the case very often. Jesus said, This is my com- 
mandment, that ye love one another. The terrible 
days of the Inquisition in many European countries, 
the bloody massacres, the tortures inflicted by those 
who called themselves Christians upon other Chris- 
tians; all these and many others, show how true were 
the words of Jesus spoken to the disciples on Olivet. 


Many false prophets shall deceive many. Not only 
in the world, but within the Church these insidious 
enemies would be found. Unitarianism has left its 
deadening blight on the life and evangelistic zeal of 
the Church. Modernism is just another name for this 
leaven of the Sadducees. Remember, Jesus warned 
against “leaven”, something which works within. 


“Doctrinal defection and laxity leading to moral 
defection and laxity”, is the way Lemski puts it. 
Whenever we desert the vital teachings of our faith, 
moral deterioration sets in; lawlessness abounds; love 
waxes cold and the whole life of the Church is af- 


fected. 


There are some bright spots, and we gladly turn to 
these: (1) Some will endure unto the end, and be 
saved. There have always been the faithful; those who 
have not “bowed the knee to Baal”. Even in the very 
darkest days of the Church, just before the Reforma- 
tion, there were shining examples of true Christians. 
(2) The Gospel will be preached in all the world 
for a witness unto all nations. This is the best part 
of Church History — the Missionary part — for there 
have been men and women who have taken their 
lives in their hands and have gone forth to preach 
the Gospel. 


lll. Destruction of Jerusalem: 15-28. 


Jesus describes in a most vivid way the tribulation 
which should come upon the Holy City; all of which 
came to pass some forty years later when Titus de- 
stroyed the city. “The abomination of desolation oc- 
curred in the Temple prior to the seige under Titus. 
It took place when the Zealots, who held the Temple 
under arms, admitted the Idumeans, and as a result 
the Temple was deluged with the blood of 8,500 
victims” (Lenski) For a further study of this awful 
time consult Josephus, Wars and also the prophecy 
in Daniel 9:23,25,27. 


IV. The Parousia: 29-35. 


Immediately preceding His Coming there are to be 
“signs” in the heavens; the sun being darkened and 
the moon not giving her light, and the stars falling. 
Then shall appear the sign of His coming, and the 
mourning of the tribes of earth as they see Him ap- 
pear in clouds with great power and glory. The elect 
shall be gathered from the four winds. Compare this 
with some of the scenes in Revelation, and also with 
I Corinthians 15:52 and I Thessalonians 4:16. 


In verse 34 there is an expression that is somewhat 
difficult to understand. The interpretation given by 
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Lenski seems a very good one. “This generation con- 
sists of the type of Jews whom Jesus contended with 
during this Tuesday, (21 :23-32:39). He foretells the 
destruction of this nation, and one might easily con- 
clude that this would end the generation of Jews such 
as these Sadducees and Pharisees. But no: Solemnly 
we are assured (and this assurance is in place) that 
this type of Jew will continue to the very Parousia. 
The voice of Jewish rejection of Christ is as loud and 
as vicious as ever . 


V. The Time Unknown to all 
but “My Father only”. 


He will come when the world ts not expecting 
Him. But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be. 


VI. Warning and Exhortation: 
24:42 - 25:13. 


This is the part of the lesson, together with Rom- 
ans 13:11-14, which is to be stressed. “There may 
be some mysteries and certainly some differences of 
interpretation of the first part of chapter 24 but 
there is no mystery about the application, and the in- 
terpretation is easy; it is the practicing that is dif- 
ficult. 


Our first duty while He is away, is to Watch. How 
often the Master uses this word! Paul stresses the 
thought using a different word; let us not sleep, but 
be awake, on the alert. It is high time to awake out 
of sleep; to cast off the works of darkness, and put 
on the armor of light; put on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We are to walk honestly, not in rioting (revelling ) 
and drunkenness, not in strife and envying. 


Jesus gives three illustrations. The first is that of 
the goodman of the house and the thief; and He 
warns us Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an 
hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh. 


His second illustration is that of the good and evil 
servant, and the punishment of the latter. We are 
servants of Christ. Are we faithful while He is away? 


His third illustration is the Parable of the Ten 
Virgins. Watch! Work! Pray! 


Prepare Our Hearts 


Prepare our hearts, dear Lord 

To search thy written word. 

Oh, may thy Spirit's light reveal 
To us thy wise, thy sovereign will. 
Deeply upon our minds impress 
Thy law of truth and righteousness, 
But, Lord, ‘tis not enough 

Alone to know thy truth. 

Help us to do, as well as know 
That we may in thy image grow. 
Not only to our minds impart, 

But stamp thy law upon our heart. 


—Selected. 
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YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 8 


REV. H. LAWRENCE LOVE, JR. 


The Stewardship of Failure 


WORSHIP SERVICE: 
Hymn—"Faith of Our Fathers” 
Invocation 
Hymn—"I Am Thine, O Lord” 
Offering 
Scripture—Luke 15:11-32 
Prayer 
Hymn—"Yield Not To Temptation” 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

According to an ancient legend, the Devil once ad- 
vertised his tools for sale. When they were offered 
in public auction, the prospective buyers noticed that 
one tool was not placed on the auction block. A closer 
examination revealed it to be marked “Not For Sale.” 
When asked for an explanation, the Devil said, “I 
can spare every tool but this. It can open most any 
heart, and pave the way for my entrance. It is called 
Discouragement. I cannot part with it.” There is 
much food for sober thought in this, for discourage- 
ment often paves the way for added failure and sin. 
However, even failure has its brighter side, and dis- 
couragement can lead to victory if examined in the 
light of faith. Let's look into the matter as our first 
speaker presents his phase of our theme, “The Stew- 
ardship of Failure.” 


First Speaker: 

There is a wrong attitude toward failure that is 
commonly adopted to dispel discouragement, and 
which should be considered. Do you remember the 
fable of the fox and the grapes? Having tried to reach 
the grapes and having failed in each attempt, the fox 
turned away in disgust, saying to himself, “Oh well, 
they are probably sour anyway.” This “sour grapes” 
attitude is not good. It simply serves to shrug off 
failure without determining why we fail. We need 
to search out our own hearts to learn why we fail, to 
see what needs to be done in our own lives to avoid 
sin and defeat and failure. More often than not the 
reason for failure lies within ourselves. Let's not as- 
sume a “sour grapes” attitude and ignore our own 
weaknesses and sins. Let’s begin with a self-examina- 
tion to find the “why” of failure. When the disciples 
failed to cast the demons from the lad who was so 
sorely afflicted, upon beholding the Lord’s work of 
healing, said, “Lord, why could not we cast them 
out?” They did not say, “Oh well, the lad probably 
never would amount to anything anyway.” They 
wanted to know why they failed? Then the Lord said, 
“These kind can come forth by nothing but by prayer 
and fasting.” They found both the reason and the 
remedy for failure. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 
It is probably easier to “shrug off” failure than to 
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face facts and admit responsibility for failure, but 
certainly we will never make progress until we learn 
to profit from our mistakes and avoid repetition of 
them. Mistakes, failures, sins, every point of defeat 
should be carefully examined and every breach in 
the wall repaired. All of us need to “watch and 
pray’, and the “watching” is certainly involved in the 
matter of self-examination. Perhaps our second 
speaker has another thought for us to consider, so 
lets get on with our program. 


Second Speaker: 

Another attitude toward failure that is dangerous 
is the surrender to circumstances and the acceptance 
of utter defeat. There are many who simply say, “Oh, 
what's the use? You can’t win.” They admit to hope- 
less defeat, and end in despair. It is no disgrace to 
fail, and for every sin there is forgiveness. The dis- 
grace lies in being content with failure, in continuing 
in sin. Joshua met with bitter defeat at Ai, and in 
humiliation fell on his face before the Lord. He 
wanted to know why defeat had come. God plainly 
revealed the reason for defeat, declaring that there 
was sin in the camp. Joshua immediately dealt with 
the cause of failure, and then went forth to gain the 
victory. David, a man after God's own heart who 
was chosen of God to fulfill all His will, fell into 
terrible sin. When the prophet Nathan brought 
David face to face with his sin, David fell on his 
face before the Lord and cried, “Against thee and thee 
only have I sinned and done this evil in thy sight .. . 
Wash me thoroughly from my sin . . . Create within 
me a clean heart .. . Then will I teach transgressors 
thy way, and sinners shall be converted unto thee.”’ 
David faced his sin, admitted his failure, asked for- 
giveness, and moved on to victory. “He that cov- 
ereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth 
and forsaketh them shall have mercy.” Let’s not 
throw up our hands in despair when we fail or when 
we stumble. Let's profit by our mistakes, confess our 
sins, and move on to victory. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 

If everyone who has ever failed had quit in de- 
spair, and if everyone who has sinned would sur- 
render to its power, there would be no one left to 
carry on, for all have experienced failure, and all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God. To dodge 
the reality of our sins and failures or to give way in 
despair before them is to suffer complete defeat and 
loss. There must be a way to meet with failure and 
to deal with sin. Perhaps our third speaker has a 
solution for us. 


Third Speaker: 
The simple solution to the problem of failure and 
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the peril of sin is faith. By faith we become “more 
than conquerors”, and “this is the victory that over- 
comes the world, even our faith.” When Moses and 
the children of Israel were “bottled up” between 
Pharaoh and the Red Sea, and defeat seemed inevi- 
table, Moses called on God, and He opened a highway 
through the waters, turning defeat into victory. When 
Jonathan wearied of hiding out in rocks and caves, 
of suffering humiliation and defeat at the hand of 
the Philistines, he said to his armor-bearer, “There 
is no restraint to the Lord to save by many or by 
few ... Come up after me: for the Lord hath de- 
livered them into the hand of Israel.” Drawing his 
sword, he carried the battle to the enemy and God 
gave him victory. The Apostle Paul, conscious of the 
weakness of the flesh, and mindful of the capacity 
of the flesh to sin against God, acknowledged the 
nature of sin within, saying, “In me, that is in my 
flesh, there dwelleth no good thing: for to will is 
present with me; but how to perform that which is 
good I find not.” He meant that he did not find the 
power to do good within himself. But he did not ex- 
cuse his weakness, nor did he succumb to it in hope- 
less despair. He cried, “O wretched man that I am! 
Who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 
I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.” The 
way to victory in every realm of experience is faith; 
faith in One who is “able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think,” who is ready to for- 
give our sins and turn defeat into victory as we lean 
upon His everlasting arm. 


PROGRAM CHAIRMAN: 


In the eleventh chapter of Hebrews there is a list 
of servants of God who overcame by faith. In al- 
most every instance, though their lives are recorded 
as lives of victory, there can be found im the sacred 
record some mention of defeat, failure, or sin. Al- 
most every child of God has been a prodigal son 
somewhere along the way. Such failure and sin is 
not necessary nor inevitable, but neither is it reason 
for despair. Every defeat that turns our faces toward 
the Lord will lead to victory. Every sin confessed and 
forsaken finds forgiveness in the Father's arms. Let's 
not surrender to sin and failure. Let's surrender to 
the will of God, who makes us “more than conquer- 
ors” and gives us “songs in the night.” 


Billy Graham Crusade 


Chattanooga, Tenn. 
March 15 To April 10, 1953 
By J. P. McCallie 


Secretary Of Greater Chattanooga 
Evangelistic Crusade 


Four years ago, in mid-winter of 1949, The Fishers 
of Men Club, formerly the Billy Sunday Club, of 
Chattanooga, Tenn., organized Nov. 4, 1920, follow- 
ing Billy Sunday's great evangelistic campaign in 
Chattanooga in Dec., 1919, appointed a special city- 
wide Evangelistic Committee to ask the Pastors’ As- 


FEBRUARY 25. 1953 


sociation to plan for a mass meeting in Chattanooga. 
The three members of this special committee were 
the three oldest members of the evangelistic club, 
J. P. McCallie, J. W. Massey and John Rogers. 


The direct result was a week's meeting, April 2-9, 
1950, in the Memorial Auditorium under Dr. Perry 
Webb of San Antonio, Texas. This was a fine, help- 
ful meeting and got the churches working together in 
a wonderful way. However it did not produce the 
converts we had hoped for. 


Three years ago in August, 1950 the Fishers of 
Men Club again petitioned the Pastors’ Association, 
urging a one-time meeting outdoors with Billy Gra- 
ham as the speaker. On Sunday afternoon, Oct. 22, 
1950, Billy Graham and his party were at Engel 
Baseball Stadium in Chattanooga, and Dr. Graham 
spoke to nearly 20,000 people there assembled in 
spite of the weather. The rain that finally came pre- 
vented any after-meeting or call for decisions, but it 
was truly the most inspiring meeting ever held in 
Chattanooga and the cooperation and splendid work 
of all the committees proved conclusively that Chat- 
tanooga was ready for and wanted a mass meeting 
for real revival. 


However time went by and it was not until sum- 
mer of 1952 that a definite date could be secured 
from the Graham party for March 15 through April 
10, 1953. For that date it was found that the Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium was booked up already with more 
than a dozen engagements. Moreover as it held only 
5500 it was considered too small. A tent for 8 to 10 
thousand was considered to be placed on Chamber- 
lain Field of the University of Chattanooga with its 
enclosing stadium seating some 10,000 more. The 
trustees granted use of the field but March weather 
is none too propitious in Chattanooga for a tent 
meeting. When we were at a stalemate and knew 
not what to do the way opened suddenly in answer 
to prayer for God’s guidance. 


Chattanooga has needed badly a large convention 
and exhibit hall at Warner Park. Those interested 
sought the help of a special group for one-third of 
the estimated cost of $200,000 for a permanent brick 
and steel 10,000 seat convention hall and the city 
commission agreed to give a third, provided the 
churches of Chattanooga interested in the Billy Gra- 
ham Crusade would raise the other third. This is 
being done and the building is now ready for the 
roof and will be ready by March 15. All of this has 
happened since last fall and is a miracle in our eyes. 
Excellent public address system, choir seats for 750, 
rooms for evangelistic party, for ushers, for nursery, 
for prospects, for comfort, in fact everything will be 
provided to make it the best adapted building for 
this purpose Billy Graham has yet had. New roads 


_ are being put in and lights arranged. The building is 


180 feet wide by 340 feet long and is fire-proof. Its 
position in Warner Park between McCallie Avenue 
and Third Street gives it large parking areas. The 
meeting is being well advertised; 500 prayer meet- 
ing places are being set up all over Greater Chatta- 
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nooga; Mr. Willis Haymaker, Advance Agent, is on 
the job; Mr. Trottman the Personal Work Director is 
giving advance instruction with four meetings in 
February and early March and the greatest meeting 
Chattanooga has ever had is being prayed for ear- 
nestly and confidently expected. 


We ask all who are living within striking distance, 
to visit us during this period and help make this a 
truly great revival and learn as much as possible to 
take back to their own churches and communities. To 
all our ministers and male home missionaries and 
Christian workers, the McCallie School extends a 
cordial invitation to be its guests (up to 100) as far 
as room, bed and bath are concerned without cost 
from March 15 through March 22, as during this 
time our boarding students are at home on Spring 
Holiday. The McCallie School is on the side of Mis- 
sionary Ridge on McCallie Avenue bus line just two 
miles from Warner Park Auditorium and there are 
a number of eating places near by. “Come, for the 
feast is now ready.” 


Women’s Work 


I Have A Stewardship Of My 
Christian Witness As A Woman 


Scripture: John 15:1-17 


“You did not choose me, but I chose you and ap- 
pointed you that you should go and bear fruit and 
that your fruit should abide.” John 15:16. 


Each one of us is chosen and appointed by God to 
witness for Him. “You did not choose me, but | 
have chosen you,’ says Jesus. Every one has a spe- 
cial place in His plan while we are on this earth. 
Every homemaker knows how important each in- 
gredient is in making a cake. The flavoring is as 
important as the flour. So it is in Christian wit- 
nessing. Some are given much to do, others very 
little, yet in God's plan each one has an important 
task in His program for His world. 


Many of us cannot cross Oceans to spread the glor- 
ious Gospel of His Son, neither can we go into the 
areas of our Homeland where His message is needed, 
yet we can be Christian witnesses where we are. We 
witness by the way we live each day. Someone has 
said, “We are the only Bible many people will ever 
read.” Jesus chose each one of us to bear fruit for 
Him. We are to use every opportunity in whatever 
our walk of life to bring others into a saving know!- 
edge of Himself. Apart from me you can do noth- 
ing,’ says Jesus. Remember our witness counts for 
very little unless we are abiding in Him. We must 
first examine our hearts and ask ourselves: Are we 
fit vessels for the Master's use? Are we looking to 
Him each day for needed strength to work with Him 
for the advancement of His Kingdom? 
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Jesus says, “Every branch that bears fruit, he prunes 
it, that it may bear more fruit.” Sometimes when we 
are witnessing for Him, He prunes our lives so that 
we can bear more fruit for Him. This may be hard 
to understand at the time. When He sends some 
difficulty to stop us for awhile, it is to give us needed 
spiritual growth, so that we can bear more fruit for 
Him. “The steps of a good man are ordered by the 
Lord;” Psalms 27:23a. When our lives are pruned, 


_ we are better equipped for the Master's service. 


We are partners with God as we witness for Him. 
Jesus came to earth with a message. While on earth 
He chose and taught twelve Apostles to witness for 
Him after His death and Resurrection. Because of 
the Christian witnessing of these and others His mes- 
sage has come to us. We are here for awhile to wit- 
ness for Him so that other generations may know 
of Him. “We are his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared before- 
hand, that we should walk in them.” Eph. 2:10. 


Prayer 


Father, 


“Take my life and let it be, 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceasless praise.” 


In Jesus Name, Amen. 


—Enise Kirby. 


The Story Of A Young Lady 
And A Clothing Drive 


Last November, Dr. Wynn C. Fairfield, director of 
the National Council of Churches’ Department of 
Church World Service, urged all Americans to send 
more clothing contributions for destitute areas over- 
seas, and save thousands of refugees abroad from 
death by exposure during the winter. Since then, 
bales of discarded garments have been received in the 
new Church World Service processing center on E. 
29th Street, New York City, and shipped all over 
the world. 


The youngest contributor is seven-weeks-old Miss 
Sara Miles, a lively blue-eyed blonde of New York 
City. Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Matthew B. Miles, 
read Dr. Fairchild’s appeal in a newspaper and de- 
cided to share some of the gifts they received for their 
first baby with babies in Korea. Accordingly, Mr. 
Miles, a teacher at Columbia University’s Teachers 
College, tucked a box containing knitted booties and 
socks, a warm cap and a blanket under his arm and 
delivered it, along with $5.00 in cash, to Church 
World Service headquarters in New York. 


Commenting on the desperate need for clothing 
in Korea, Dr. Henry D. Appenzeller, director of the 
Church World Service program there, noted that 
helpless Korean refugees number ten million, exist- 
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ing on sub-human levels. More than 50,000 home- 
less orphans wander in bands and Korea's bitter win- 
ter threatens lives of millions whose emaciated bodies 
are clothed in rags. Other areas listed by Church 
World Service as urgently in need of clothes and other 
supplies are the Near East with 800,000 Arab refu- 
gees, and the European countries of Germany, Aus- 
tria, Trieste, Turkey and Yugoslavia. 


—The Religious Newsweekly. 


What Jesus Is To 
The African 


“Jesus is the blind man’s staff tapping the ground 
before him, showing him the way. 


“Jesus is the bridge that spans the gap between 
earth and heaven. 


“Jesus is the living tree to which the parasite clings 
for life. 


“Jesus is the soap that leaves the soul sweet and 
clean. 


“Jesus is the oil without which the lantern is dark. 


“Jesus is the great river where one may bathe, so 
that he may stand before God's face washed of sin. 


“Jesus is the rock beside the road where one may 
rest the heavy load—as the woman staggering be- 
neath her burden backs up to the boulder, on the 
trail, slips the straps from her shoulders, eases her 
basket onto the rock, and rests.” 


—From The Drum Call, October, 1952. 


Church News 


Ten Years With Dr. And Mrs. Bradley 


(Excerpt from resolutions prepared by 
the officers of the Church) 


On the second Sunday of February, 1943, Dr. and 
Mrs. S. Hugh Bradley, with their son Blake, came to 
Decatur Presbyterian Church. Their ministry through 
ten years has been singularly blessed. While statistics 
can measure only a small part of their service, these 
are very significant. 


The membership of the Church was 1,281 in 1943 
and is now 2,272. There have been 1,732 new mem- 
bers received during this period, including 415 on 
profession of faith. 


The Church budget for all causes during Dr. Brad- 
ley’s first year was $27,562, and during the past year 
there were contributions of $189,942. The total con- 
tributions during the ten years have been $1,035,420. 


The total value of all property owned by the 
Church in 1943 was $106,000, while now it is more 
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than $900,000. Even when the indebtedness is de- 
ducted, there has been a net gain of more than a half 
million dollars in values. 


During 1943-1944 the average Sunday School at- 
tendance was 406, and during the current year it has 
been 791. 


The officers and members of the Decatur Church 
are grateful to Dr. and Mrs. Bradley for their leader- 
ship in evangelism and in benevolences, but appre- 
ciate even more his preaching of the simple gospel 
from Sunday to Sunday, and the daily living of this 
gospel by their whole family. 


Appalachia Synod 
Asheville Presbytery 


An enthusiastic group of about 125 people gather- 
ed at the Asheville Country Day School, on Merri- 
mon Avenue, Asheville, N. C., on February 15th 
and set March 1, 1953, at 10 A. M., as the time to 
begin regular worship services, looking to the organ- 
ization of a Presbyterian Church in North Ashe- 
ville in the near future. 


Some fifty-four indicated a definite desire to be- 
come charter members of the new church and many 
others took the matter under consideration. Rev. 
Paul F. Warren is leading the movement as a min- 
ister employed by the Home Mission Committee 
of the Presbytery. 


The school property is owned by the Presbytery 
and leased on terms that permit the joint use by 
both school and church. 


Day Of Spiritual Enrichment 


On Columbia Seminary Campus 


Friday, January 30 was observed as a Day of Spir- 
itual Enrichment on the campus of Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary. All classes were suspended for the 
day in order that an adequate and helpful program 
might be carried out. The day began with a Com- 
munion Service conducted in the Seminary Chapel by 
President J. McDowell Richards at 7:00 A. M. The 
early hours of the morning were set aside for per- 
sonal devotions but at 11 o'clock the students and 
Faculty members gathered again in the Chapel to 
hear a message by Dr. Frank C. Brown, who spoke 
on the subject of “Our Lord’s Intercessory Prayer for 
His Disciples.” After further opportunity for private 
reading, prayer and meditation during the early 
afternoon, Dr. Manford George Gutzke was the 
speaker at a service which was held at 5:00 P.M., his 
general theme being, “The Devotional Life of the 
Minister”. A service of prayer and praise led by 
members of the student group at 7:00 P. M. brought 
to a close the program of an exceedingly helpful day 
in the life of the seminary. 
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SPONSORS OF CAMPS AND CONFERENCES 


LET US’ PAY THE MEDICAL 
ice BILLS FOR your CAMPERS 


experience the prompt courteous attention 
given all arrangements and claims. 


Write for Latest Details 


BROTHERHOOD MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF BERRY STREET 


FORT WAYNE 2? INDIANA 


Rev. J. C. Wool Resigns As 
Secretary Of Granville Presbytery 


Granville Presbytery mer in called session in the 
White Memorial Church of Raleigh at 11:00 A. M, 
Tuesday, February 3, 1953. Present: 19 ministers and 
Y ruling Elders. 


The Rev. James C. Wool. D. D., resigned as Ex- 
ecutive Secretary of Granville Presbytery, his resigna- 
tion to become effective April Ist. He has accepted 
the call of the Bishopville, South Carolina, Church. 


Presbytery made its Advisory Committee a com- 
mittee to nominate a successor. Dr. Kelsey Regen, 
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of Durham, 
was appointed chairman of a special committee to 
make recommendations of suitable men to the Ad- 
visory Committee. Dr. Regen’s address is 305 East 
Main Street, Durham, North Carolina. 


BOOKS 


“My Servants - The Prophets” 


By Edward J. Young, Wm. B. Eerdmans Publish- 
ing Company. Price $3.00. 


Previous works by Dr. Young, the distinguished 
Westminster Seminary professor of Old Testament, 
have established him as one of the leading conserva- 
tive scholars in Semitics. His special interest has 
been in the field of the prophets and this volume 
gives us an authoritative interpretation of the insti- 
tution of the prophets. 


The basis for this work is set forth in the thesis 
that in ancient Israel there appeared a body of men 
extending over the course of several centuries who 
claimed to have received messages from God and to 
be the deliverers of these messages. This volume 
seeks to defend the claim which the prophets made 
for themselves. In order to accomplish this purpose, 
the author begins with a consideration of what the 
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Old Testament itself has to say about the origin of 
prophecy and the prophetic institution. It then deals 
with questions such as the position of the prophet in 
the Divine Economy, the relation between false and 
true prophets and the relation of the prophets to the 
ancient Near-Eastern world in which they lived. 


Dr. Young finds in Deuteronomy 18:9-22 a sum- 
mary of the Divine origin of the prophetic institu- 
tion. He writes, “Thus according to this passage, the 
prophetic institution is of Divine origin. The proph- 
ets, so Deuteronomy teaches, were men raised up of 
God in whose mouth the Word of God had been 
placed and. who uttered that word. They were to 
stand as a counterpart to the soothsaying and divina- 
tion of Canaan and to them Israel was to hearken. 
Such is the plain meaning of the prophecy found in 
Deuteronomy.” 


An excellent chapter is devoted to “Prophets, False 
and True.” The leading thought for this discourse is 
found in Jeremiah. “Then the Lord said unto me, 
The prophets prophesy lies in my name. I sent them 
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not, neither have I commanded them. They prophesy 
“ato you a false vision and divination and a thing of 
nought and the deceit of their heart.” (Jer. 14:14). 
The author affirms, “Two kinds of prophets existed 
side by side in Israel—the true and the false. The 
true came forth with a message from Jehovah, a 
message for the benefit of the Nation. The false 
uttered a message of human origination and conse- 
quently one which could not meet the deep needs of 
the people and which could not be for its ultimate 
good. Any serious attempt to account for the origin 
of prophecy in Israel must take full account of these 
two groups and of the profound gulf that separated 
them. The one was from man; the other from God.” 


It seems to this reviewer that it is impossible for 
any honest mind to evade the author's conclusion 
that the prophets were men raised up of God, who 
saw the salvation to be attained by the Messiah and 
that God did intervene in history in a peculiar way. 
The prophets, therefore, are not to be regarded mere- 
ly as religious geniuses or leaders. Dr. Young insists 
that to consider them as such and nothing more is 
completely to misunderstand them. For prophecy, 
despite all that has been written to the contrary, “did 
not come by the will of men but holy men spake as 
they were borne along by the Holy Ghost.” 


This able treatment of the prophetic institution 
will undoubtedly make this part of the Bible live 
again. Dr. Young's approach is marked by freshness 
and practicality. The busy pastor and the teacher of 
adult Bible classes should profit tremendously by the 
careful reading of this new work. 

John R. Richardson. 


“The Snowden Douglass 
Sunday School Lessons - 1953” 


rors by Earl L. Douglass, MacMillan Co. Price 
—$2.95. 


This thirty-second annual volume of this outstand- 
ing work remains the most useful, most illuminating, 
commentary on the International Sunday School Les- 
sons. It is concise and readable in style. There are 
two pages of “Hints to Teachers” included in each 
lesson. Dr. Douglass knows how to make the evan- 
gelical appeal—how to give Sunday School teachers 
the practical, stimulating material they need for mak- 
ing their work more successful with intermediate, 
senior and young adult groups. 


“The Biblical Illustrator— 
Ephesians” 


Edited by Joseph S. Exell, Baker Book House. 
Price—$4.95. (Subscription price—$4.50). 


This volume belongs to the fifty-seven volume set 
of the “Biblical Illustrator” that contains the largest 
collection of homiletical material of all time. It is 
profusely illustrated and each verse of the epistle to 
the Ephesians is explained. In the preparation of 
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this volume the editor has examined the best and 
most useful of the world’s printed material on the 
subject. It is written in clear and enlarged type. The 
contents are rich and practical. 


“How To Win Souls” 


By Eugene Myers Harrison, Van Kampen Press. 
Price—$2.00. 


A manual on personal evangelism for an effective 
course of study. On these pages excuses are dealt 
with systematically and Christians are encouraged to 
become witnesses for the Lord. All the various cults 
are discussed and an approach laid down. The doubt- 
er, the indifferent, and the atheist are analyzed as to 
a plan for reaching them for Christ. 


The author has had many years of successful per- 
sonal work. This book will become a manual that 
will train Christians for years to come in this vital 


ministry. 
“‘“How To Become A Christian” 


By William W. Orr, Van Kampen Press. Price— 
$.75. 


The author writes out of his experience of conver- 
sion. He tells us that becoming a Christian is easily 
the most marvelous experience of life. Because there 
is such wide-spread misunderstanding about how to 
become a Christian, the author has prepared this little 
booklet to set forth in the simplest possible words, 
the transcendant truth of salvation. 


“Ginger And The Turkey 
Raiders” 


By Dorothy Grunbock, Johnston, Van Kampen 
Press. Price—$1.00. 


This is the third book of the “Ginger” series. Here 
the girls are spending their vacation on “Uncle Al's” 
farm. Excitement is not to be denied them as they 
come face to face with Turkey Raiders in the middle 
of the night. The Christian testimony of the girls 
plays a big part in the turn of events in the capture 
of the thieves. 
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